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Ardent Powers Ahead with £40m Manitou Telehandler Order 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[London, UK – 03 November 2025] - Ardent Hire Solutions has underlined its 
confidence in the UK housing & construction sector with a landmark £40 million order 
for more than 450 telehandlers from Manitou UK, the largest single order ever placed 
with Manitou UK. 

This significant move marks a new chapter for Ardent following last year’s successful 
business restructure, underscoring its financial strength, industry leadership and 
unwavering commitment to delivering world-class service and value to customers 
across construction, infrastructure, and industrial sectors. 

The new fleet, featuring machines with lift capacities from 4m to 20m, will start 
arriving in January 2026 and will boost availability across construction, infrastructure, 
utilities and industrial projects nationwide. 

“This £40 million deal with Manitou represents a pivotal moment for Ardent Hire,” said 
Julian O’Neill, Chief Financial Officer at Ardent Hire Solutions. “It’s a powerful signal of 
confidence – in our business, in the industry, and in the future. We’re committed to 
providing customers with the most advanced, reliable machinery on the market, 
backed by our cutting-edge digital platforms and exceptional service. This partnership 
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will enable our clients to deliver projects with greater productivity, improved safety 
standards, and reduced costs.” 

Manitou telehandlers have been part of Ardent’s fleet for many years, and positive 
feedback from site managers, along with lower running costs and stronger residual 
values, has driven their continued growth. This latest order will see Manitou models 
make up more than 30% of Ardent’s telehandler fleet. 

Peter Smyth, Sales Director UK & Ireland at Manitou Group, said: “We’re proud to 
support Ardent with this record-breaking order. It reflects the strength of our 
partnership and a shared commitment to innovation and quality.” 

The move is part of Ardent’s wider growth strategy, combining a modern, expanding 
fleet with digital solutions and customer service that consistently deliver a Net 
Promoter Score above 80. It cements Ardent’s position as the UK’s largest telehandler 
provider and a key partner to the country’s construction industry. 

About Manitou UK​
​
Based in Verwood, Dorset, Manitou UK Ltd is the British subsidiary of the Manitou 
Group, a global leader in the design, manufacture, and distribution of material 
handling, access, and earthmoving equipment. Established in the UK in 1972, Manitou 
UK has grown to become a cornerstone of the Group’s European operations, 
supporting an extensive and highly skilled dealer network across the United Kingdom 
and Ireland.  

The company provides comprehensive sales, service, and parts support for a broad 
range of Manitou telehandlers, forklifts, loaders, and access platforms, as well as the 
Group’s sister brand, GEHL, which specialises in compact loaders and skid steers. 
Together, Manitou and GEHL offer innovative, reliable equipment solutions for the 
construction, agriculture, industrial, and rental sectors, backed by a commitment to 
customer service, safety, and sustainability.  
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Press contact: Chloe TappI c.tapp@manitou-group.com   I   01202 810758​
 

As a world reference in the handling, aerial work platform and earth moving sectors, Manitou Group’s mission is to improve working conditions, 
safety and performance around the world, while protecting people and their environment. Through its flagship brands – Manitou and Gehl – the 
group designs, produces, distributes and services equipment for construction, agriculture and industry. By placing innovation at the heart of its 
development, Manitou Group constantly seeks to bring value to all its stakeholders. Through the expertise of its network of 800 dealers, the 
group works more closely with its customers every day. Staying true to its roots, with its headquarters located in France, Manitou Group turned 
over €2.7 billion in 2024. It unites 6,000 talents worldwide with passion as their common driver. 
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